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Amended at the 2" Academic Affairs Meeting, 2" Semester of School Year 97 on June 18, 2009

NATIONAL TAIWAN OCEAN UNIVERSITY
Regulations Governing Master’s and Doctoral Programs

Approved via Tai-(91)-Gao-(2)-Zi No. 91072026 on May 23, 2002
Amended at the Academic Affairs Meeting on May 9, 2003
Approved via Tai-Gao-(2)-Zi No. 0920090489 on June 24, 2003
Amended at the Academic Affairs Meeting on December 25, 2003
Approved via Tai-Gao-(2)-Zi No. 0930007143 on January 27, 2004
Amended at the Interim Academic Affairs Meeting on August 20, 2004 Article 12 amended
Filed for recordation via Tai-Gao-(2)-Zi No. 0930148923 on November 16, 2004
Promulgated via Hai-Jiao-Zhu No. 0930010215B on November 26, 2004
Articles 4 and 14 amended

Approved by the Ministry of Education (MOE) via Tai-Gao-(2)-Zi No. 0980116861 on July 9, 2009

Amended at the 1%t Academic Affairs Meeting, 1% Semester of School Year 99 on October 28, 2010

Promulgated via Hai-Jiao-Zhu-Zi No. 0980008112 on July 15. 2009

Approved by the MOE via Tai-Gao-(2)-Zi No. 0990212853 on December 15, 2010

Amended at the 2" Academic Affairs Meeting, 1% Semester of School Year 99 on December 30, 2010 Avrticle 4 amended

Approved by the MOE via Tai-Gao-(2)-Zi No. 1000009506 on January 27, 2011
Promulgated via Hai-Jiao-Zhu-Zi No. 1000001938D on February 21, 2011

Amended at the 2" Academic Affairs Meeting, 1%t Semester of School Year 102 on December 26, 2013 Article 3 amended

Approved by the MOE via Tai-Jiao-Gao-(2)-Zi No. 1030009675 on January 24, 2014 Article 3 amendment approved

Promulgated via Hai-Jiao-Zhu-Zi No. 1030001523 on January 28, 2014

Amended at the 2" Academic Affairs Meeting, 2" Semester of School Year 102 on June 5, 2014 Article 12 amended

Approved by the MOE via Tai-Jiao-Gao-(2)-Zi No 1030126664 on August 29, 2014 Article 12 amendment approved

Promulgated via Hai-Jiao-Zhu-Zi No. 1030016725 on September 30, 2014

Amended at the 1% Academic Affairs Meeting, 2" Semester of School Year 104 on March 24, 2016 Avrticle 9 amended
Amended at the 1%t Academic Affairs Meeting, 1% Semester of School Year 105 on November 3, 2016 Articles 3 and 9 amended

Article 1

Article 2

Article 3

Approved by the MOE via Tai-Jiao-Gao-(2)-Zi N0.1050167628 on November 30, 2016 Articles 3 and 9 amendment approved

Promulgated via Hai-Jiao-Zhu-Zi No. 1050024234 on December 6, 2016

These regulations are issued pursuant to the University Act and its Enforcement Rules, the
Degree Conferral Act and its Enforcement Rules, as well as Article 49 of the Academic
Regulations of National Taiwan Ocean University (hereinafter referred to as NTOU or
“the University”).

A prospective graduate student seeking a master’s degree shall hold a bachelor’s degree
or equivalent; a prospective graduate student seeking a doctoral degree shall hold a
master’s degree or equivalent. All prospective graduate students shall pass the admission
examination of the University in order to be admitted. (Master’s students applying for a
direct transfer to a doctoral program may be exempt from the preceding stipulation.)

A graduate student admitted by the University shall consult the director of their respective
institute/program to be assigned an advisor. Students’ coursework shall be established
separately by their respective institution/program. A student’s thesis/dissertation shall be
advised by their advisor, who shall not be within the student’s third degree of kinship,
whether by blood or by marriage.

In addition to the Academic Research Ethics course and thesis/dissertation requirements,
graduate students shall complete the following minimum credit requirements: 24 credit
hours for master’s students, 18 credit hours for doctoral students, and 30 credit hours for
graduate students approved for a direct transfer to a doctoral program. Credits for
thesis/dissertation are counted separately.

In addition to stipulations set forth in the NTOU Regulations Governing Course Selection
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Article 4

Article 5

Article 6

Article 7

Article 8

Article 9

and Registration, graduate students (excluding joint degree students, overseas Chinese
students, and students from mainland China) whose nationality is of a country other than
the Republic of China shall take at least six credit hours of courses in the Chinese language
during their period of study in order to graduate. The preceding credit hours shall not be
accounted as part of their minimum graduation credit requirements. Matters regarding
Chinese language course requirements for international students enrolled in a special
program approved and funded by the Ministry of Education or another outside agency
shall be processed in accordance with the applicable regulations of that agency.

Matters related to graduate students’ credit requirements, compulsory and elective
coursework, and degree conferral review criteria shall be established separately by each
department, institute, or program at their respective academic affairs meeting. The
foregoing shall be submitted to the College Curriculum Committee, the NTOU
Curriculum Committee, and thereafter, the NTOU Academic Affairs Meeting for review,
after which it may become effective.

The passing grade for all graduate coursework shall be 70. No make-up examination will
be provided to students who fail to obtain a passing grade. Students who fail a compulsory
course shall be ordered to take the course again.

Graduate students failing the degree examination who are not eligible for the re-
examination, or who are eligible for but still fail the re-examination, shall be ordered to
withdraw from the University.

Master’s students who complete their first year of study with honor and demonstrate great
research potential (as determined by their respective institute/program based on their GPA
for the first two semesters) may, with the recommendation of at least two professors from
the institute/program where they are enrolled or a related institute/program and following
the approval of the department/institute/program affairs meeting, apply for a direct
transfer to a doctoral program. The preceding application shall be submitted to the NTOU
Doctoral Student Review Committee for review and the President of the University for
approval before taking effect.

The prescribed period of study shall be one (1) to four (4) years for master’s students and
two (2) to seven (7) years for doctoral students. Students who fail to complete the required
coursework within the preceding limits shall be ordered to withdraw from the University.

However, the period of study for students admitted as a working professional to an in-
service master’s or doctoral program at the University shall be at least two years; such
students may apply for an extension of their period of study for one (1) year if they fail to
complete the required coursework or thesis/dissertation within the maximum periods of
studies prescribed in the preceding paragraph.

A graduate student may apply to transfer to another institute/program provided that they

meet the following requirements:

1. Eligibility: The student must have completed at least one semester of study and have
an average grade of 70 or above across all semesters completed.

2. Available institutes/programs for transfer: To be announced by the Office of Academic
Affairs.

3. The maximum number of incoming/outgoing transfer students shall not exceed 15%
of the number of students admitted in a given school year. The preceding limit shall
exclude vacancies resulting from deferred enrollment, suspension of studies, and
additional admission quota made available to students with special status. After
accounting for incoming transfer students, the total number of students in an
institute/program shall not exceed the maximum admission quota approved by the
Ministry of Education in any given school year.
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Article 10

Article 11

Article 12

Article 13

Article 14

An application to transfer shall be submitted to the target institute/program’s academic
affairs meeting for review and approved by the Dean of Academic Affairs before taking
effect.

Following an approved transfer, any study time that is repeated between the student’s
original and target institute/program shall not be accounted as part of their maximum
period of study.

Students who are not the recipients of any NTOU-issued scholarships may, with the
approval of the director of their respective institute/program, engage in part-time
employment in a field related to their research focus during their period of study either
within or outside the University. Based on the research performance of the student, the
institute/program director and the student’s advisor may reduce credit hour requirements
for the semester for the student or process matters pursuant to Article 8, Paragraph 2.

Matters related to graduate students’ degree examinations shall be processed in
accordance with the NTOU Rules Governing Master’s and Doctoral Degree
Examinations, which shall be established separately by the University.

A doctoral diploma shall be conferred to a graduate student who has completed their
period of study and all required coursework, passed the doctoral candidacy examination,
been nominated for a doctoral candidacy by their respective institute/program, and
subsequently passed the doctoral degree examination. A master’s diploma shall be
conferred to a graduate student who has completed their period of study and all required
coursework and passed the master’s degree examination.

The month indicated on the diploma shall be January for the first (fall) semester and June
for the second (spring) semester of each school year. However, if a student has already
satisfactorily completed all coursework and credit requirements and is only taking thesis
credits during the semester in which the degree examination takes place, he/she shall be
issued a diploma in the month that they pass the degree examination provided that they
meet all institute/program requirements and complete the thesis/dissertation review.

Matters related to graduate students’ applications, admissions, enrollment, enrollment
deferrals, suspension and resumption of studies, name changes, age restrictions, and
punishments for regulatory violations shall be processed in accordance with the NTOU
Academic Regulations.

These regulations shall become effective following approval and announcement by the
NTOU Academic Affairs Meeting and recordation by the Ministry of Education.
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Amended Articles 4,5, 6, 7, 14

Amended Articles 1, 5, 14

Articles 1 and 14 amendment approved
Amended Articles 4 and 5

Articles 4 and 5 amendment approved

Amended Articles 3,4, 5,7, 10
Articles 3, 4, 5, 7, 10 amendment approved

Amended Articles 9 and 10
Articles 9 and 10 amendment approved

Amended Article 4
Article 4 amendment approved

Amended Articles 5 and 14
Articles 5 and 14 amendment approved

Amended Articles 5 and 14

Amended Articles 5 and 14

Amended Articles 5 and 14

Amended Article 4

Article 4 amendment approved
Amended Article 4

Amended Article 4

Amended Articles 4 and 6

Articles 4, 6, 10 amendment approved

Amended Article 6

Amended Article 3

Amended Articles 3, 5, 6

Articles 3, 6, 6 amendment approved

Article 1  These rules are enacted pursuant to the University Act and its Enforcement Rules, the
Degree Conferral Act and its Enforcement Rules, as well as Article 11 of the Regulations
Governing Master’s and Doctoral Programs of National Taiwan Ocean University

(hereinafter referred to as NTOU or “the University”).
Article 2

Unless otherwise specified in other applicable regulations, all matters related to master’s

and doctoral degree examinations shall be processed in accordance with these rules.

Article 3
or doctoral degree examination:

Graduate students who meet all of the following requirements may apply for a master’s

1. A master’s student must complete at least one (1) year of study, and a doctoral student
must complete at least two (2) years of study, in order to apply. However, a graduate
student approved for a direct transfer to a doctoral program shall complete at least one
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Article 4

(1) year of study in a master’s program and (2) years of study in a doctoral program
(three years total) in order to apply.

A graduate student admitted as a working professional to an in-service master’s or
doctoral program shall complete at least two (2) years of study in order to apply.

A student shall complete all compulsory courses and credit requirements stipulated by
their respective department/institute/program, which shall be at least 24 credit hours
for master’s students, 18 credit hours for doctoral students, and 30 credit hours for
graduate students approved for a direct transfer to a doctoral program.

A doctoral student must pass the doctoral candidacy exam and be nominated for a
doctoral candidacy by their respective department/institute/program; the guidelines for
and the specific subject curricula to be included in the candidacy exam shall be
established separately by each department/institute/program.

A doctoral candidate must complete the first draft of their dissertation, whereas a
master’s student must complete an abstract and an outline for their thesis.

The topic and contents of a thesis/dissertation shall be related to the professional field
of the student’s affiliated department/institute/program. A “thesis/dissertation proposal
application” must be submitted to the Degree Examination Committee (or equivalent)
at the department/institute/program and college levels at least one semester prior to the
one in which the degree examination is scheduled to take place. If the application
passes the committee review, it shall be forwarded to the Office of Academic Affairs
for recordation. However, if the department/institute/program, the college, or the
University determines the proposal to be inconsistent with the student’s professional
field of studies, the application shall be rejected, after which a student may reapply
after revising their proposal under their advisor’s guidance.

In principle, the title of a thesis/dissertation submitted for degree consideration shall
be the same as the title indicated on the “thesis/dissertation proposal application.”

Matters related to master’s or doctoral degree examinations shall be processed in
accordance with the following provisions:

1.

Period of application

First (fall) semester: From the date of completion of the registration procedure to

December 31%,

Second (spring) semester: From the date of completion of the registration procedure

to June 30™.

With the signature of their advisor and the approval of the University, a student with

justifiable cause may apply for a degree examination beyond the preceding deadlines.

The following documents shall be attached to the completed application form when

applying:

1) A transcript for all coursework completed at the University

2) A name list of the degree examination committee members

3) A copy of the first draft of their dissertation (doctoral candidates) or the abstract and
outline for their thesis (master’s students)

4) For doctoral candidates, a copy each of: doctoral candidacy roster with the
applicant’s name in it, and a catalogue of academic publications written by the
applicant.

. A degree examination application shall be endorsed by the advisor and submitted by

the department/institute/program to the University for approval. An application for a
master’s degree examination shall be approved and finalized by the director of the
department/institute/program, whereas an application for a doctoral degree
examination shall be approved by the Qualification Review Committee for the
Committee Members of the Doctoral Degree Examination at the
department/institute/program and college levels, after which it shall be submitted to
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the NTOU President for finalization.

Article 5 Matters related to graduate degree examinations shall be processed in accordance with
the following provisions:

Article 6

1.

Graduate students must complete their thesis/dissertation in accordance with
formatting requirements and submit it to their respective department/institute/program
as well as to degree examination committee members for review by the stipulated
deadline.

Students undertaking a master’s or doctoral degree program in the fields of fine arts or
applied science and technology may present a creative work or proof of achievement
accompanied by a written report OR a technical report in lieu of a thesis/dissertation.
The criteria for whether the student’s program belongs to the preceding fields shall be
reported by each department/institute/program to the Academic Affairs Meeting for
approval.

Students undertaking a master’s degree program in the field of professional practices
may submit a professional practice report in lieu of a thesis. The criteria for whether
the student’s program belongs to the preceding field shall be established and reviewed
by the academic affairs meeting (or equivalent) at the department/institute/program
and college levels and submitted to the Academic Affairs Meeting for approval before
taking effect.

Matters related to the determination criteria, data formats, contents, and other
requirements of the creative works, proof of achievements, written reports, technical
reports, and professional practice reports submitted in lieu of theses/dissertations as
defined in the preceding paragraph shall be processed in accordance with applicable
regulations of the Ministry of Education.

In principle, all theses and dissertations shall be written in the Chinese language and
include an abstract written in both Chinese and English. A thesis or dissertation
previously submitted for consideration for another degree shall not be accepted.

The publications presented by a doctoral candidate for degree consideration shall
include at least one journal article published by the candidate as the first author.

All publications presented by a doctoral candidate for degree consideration shall be
related to the topic of their dissertation.

Amaster’s or doctoral degree examination committee shall consist of scholars and experts
within or outside of NTOU to be appointed by the President of the University. Matters
related to degree examination committees shall be processed in accordance with the
following provisions:

1. Amaster’s degree examination committee shall consist of three (3) to five (5) members,

whereas a doctoral degree examination shall consist of five (5) to nine (9) members. A
student’s advisor and co-advisor(s), if any, shall not take up more than half (*2) of the
seats, at least one third (’3) of which shall be unaffiliated with NTOU. A committee
member other than the advisor shall be appointed as the convener by the President of
the University.

The master’s or doctoral degree examination committees set forth in the preceding

subparagraph shall include at least one member that is a full-time faculty member from

the student’s department/institute/program.

Members serving on a doctoral degree examination committee shall have done

specialized research in the same field as the candidate and meet one of the following

qualifications:

1) Currently serving or having served as a professor or associate professor

2) Currently serving or having served as an academician, research fellow, or associate
researcher at the Academia Sinica
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Article 7

3) Holding a doctoral degree and having significant academic accomplishments

4) Having expertise in an unusual or highly specialized academic area and having
significant accomplishments in their respective academic or professional field(s)

The criteria for determining the qualifications referred to in Items 3 and 4 of the

preceding subparagraph shall be established separately by the academic affairs

meeting of each department/institute/program.

3. Members serving on a master’s degree examination committee shall have done
specialized research in the same field as the student and meet one of the following
qualifications:

1) Currently serving or having served as a professor, associate professor, or assistant
professor

2) Currently serving or having served as an academician, research fellow, associate
researcher, or assistant researcher at the Academia Sinica

3) Holding a doctoral degree and having significant academic accomplishments

4) Having expertise in an unusual or highly specialized academic area or professional
practice and having significant accomplishments in their respective academic or
professional field(s)

The criteria for determining the qualifications referred to in Items 3 and 4 of the

preceding subparagraph shall be established separately by the academic affairs meeting

of each department/institute/program.

4. The qualifications of master’s degree examination committee members shall be
checked and approved by the President. In addition to being approved by the president
at least two months prior to the date of examination, a doctoral examination committee
member must also be approved by the Qualification Review Committee for the
Committee Members of the Doctoral Degree Examination before being appointed.

5. Faculty members working in a part-time capacity at NTOU may be appointed as a
committee member unaffiliated with the University.

A degree examination shall include a thesis/dissertation examination followed by a
thesis/dissertation review.

Matters related to a degree examination shall be processed in accordance with the

following provisions:

1. A thesis/dissertation examination shall take the form of an oral defense, in which
degree examination committee members may raise questions on the thesis/dissertation
written by the student and approved by the advisor. A written examination may be held
in conjunction with the oral defense if necessary.

2. Students having passed the thesis/dissertation examination shall revise their
thesis/dissertation in accordance with feedback from the examination committee and
submit it to the convener of the committee for review. No additional score shall be
given for the thesis/dissertation review. Students who pass the review shall have their
score for the thesis/dissertation examination listed as their degree examination score,
in which case the affiliated department/institute/program shall forward the degree
examination passing certificate signed by the committee members who attended the
thesis/dissertation examination. The degree examination committee shall clearly
communicate the direction for which students may revise or improve their
thesis/dissertation regardless of whether they pass the examination or not.

3. The passing score and full score for the degree examination shall be 70 and 100
respectively. Each examination may only be scored once. The final score shall be the
average of individual scores assigned to the student by each committee member in
attendance. However, if a master’s student receives a failing score from half or more
than half of the committee members, or if a doctoral student receives a failing score
from one third or more than one third of the members, then the student shall be
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Article 8

Article 9

Article 10

considered as having failed the examination.

4. A score must be assigned at the thesis/dissertation examination. Neither the student
nor the committee shall disguise the examination as a “preparatory meeting,” “review
meeting” or similar to avoid issuing a score. Students who are not scored shall be
considered as having failed the examination.

5. Committee members who are unable to attend the examination in person shall not be
replaced by any other persons. A master’s thesis examination shall not take place with
fewer than three (3) committee members present, whereas a doctoral dissertation
examination shall not take place with fewer than five (5) committee members present.
At least one third (’3) of the members in attendance shall be unaffiliated with NTOU.
Examination scores issued in the event where the preceding requirements aren’t met
shall not be recognized.

6. Students failing their first degree examination who have not yet reached the maximum
period of study may apply for a re-examination in the following semester or school
year. Each student shall only be permitted to retake the examination once. Students
who fail the re-examination shall be ordered to withdraw from the University.

7. Students found by the degree examination committee to have plagiarized their
thesis/dissertation or committed fraud in the writing process shall receive an automatic
fail on the degree examination.

8. In principle, a thesis/dissertation examination shall take place within the University no
later than 14 days before the day of the conclusion of a semester as designated on the
academic calendar. Each department/institute/program shall be responsible for
arranging the exact time and venue for the examination and notifying examinees at
least one week prior to the date of examination.

9. A doctoral dissertation examination shall be held in public and made accessible to
auditors. The department/institute/program shall announce information related to the
examination online at least one week prior to the examination date.

The degree examination committee shall fill out and sign the following documents when

issuing a score for the thesis/dissertation examination:

1. A degree examination scoring sheet

2. Adegree examination grade calculation form

3. Adegree examination passing certificate

4. Adegree examination committee feedback form

5. A degree examination committee thesis/dissertation review confirmation form
(convener only)

A graduate student approved for a direct transfer to a doctoral program who fails the
doctoral degree examination but whose doctoral dissertation is determined by the degree
examination committee to have met the criteria for a master’s thesis may be issued a
passing score as a master’s student and conferred a master’s diploma instead.

Graduate students who are unable to complete the degree examination after applying for
it must, by the last day of the semester as designated on the academic calendar, apply with
the University to rescind their examination for the given semester; failure to attend the
examination without applying for a rescission by the deadline will result in an automatic
fail.

A student whose degree examination is originally scheduled for the first (fall) semester
of a given school year may also apply to defer the examination until the second (spring)
semester of the same school year. However, failure to attend the examination without
applying for a rescission or deferral by the deadline will still result in an automatic fail.

Only after a graduate student completes all compulsory coursework and credit
requirements, meets all other qualifications stipulated by  the
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Article 11

Article 12

Article 13

department/institute/program, and passes the thesis/dissertation examination and review,
may the department/institute/program forward the student’s degree examination score
and a copy of the degree examination passing certificate to the Office of Academic Affairs
for recordation.

Students who satisfy all requirements in the preceding paragraph that are undertaking the
NTOU Teacher Training Program in conjunction with their degree and have been
determined by the NTOU Teacher Education Center to need to continue studying at the
University shall still register for the following semester. Such students shall still complete
all compulsory coursework and credit requirements within the maximum period of study
allowed; their degree examination score shall be recorded for the semester that they pass
the examination.

A graduate student who passed their thesis/dissertation examination but is subject to the

following circumstances shall be permitted to retain their degree examination score:

1. The student has completed the thesis/dissertation review but has yet to complete all
compulsory coursework and credit requirements or meet other qualifications stipulated
by the department/institute/program

2. The student has completed all compulsory coursework and credit requirements and
met all other qualifications stipulated by the department/institute/program but has yet
to complete the thesis/dissertation review.

Students who meet the conditions set forth in Paragraph 3 shall continue to enroll in the
following semester. Students having completed all graduation requirements within two
weeks from the last day of the semester, as designated on the academic calendar, shall be
considered as having graduated that semester. However, students who are unable to
complete all graduation requirements within the maximum period of study allowed shall
have their degree examination score voided and be ordered to withdraw from the
University.

Graduate students who meet the conditions set forth in Paragraph 1 shall submit a
thesis/dissertation originality report signed by their advisor as well as a printed copy
of their thesis/dissertation with the original copy of the degree examination passing
certificate and complete the school leaving process within two weeks of the final day of
the semester (as indicated on the academic calendar) in which they pass the degree
examination in order to be conferred a diploma by the Office of Academic Affairs.
Students’ enrollment status will be updated to “graduated” even in the event that they fail
to complete the foregoing by the stipulated deadline. The number of printed
thesis/dissertation copies required shall be established separately by the Office of Library
and Information Technology and each department/institute/program and announced by
the University.

NTOU shall revoke a student’s degree and strip the student of the associated diploma by
means of a public announcement if the University determines, following an investigation,
that the thesis/dissertation, creative work, performance/exhibition, written report, or
technical report submitted for degree consideration has been plagiarized or otherwise
completed in a fraudulent manner. If the preceding fraudulent act constitutes a violation
of other applicable laws, the University shall process it in accordance with those laws.

No member of the degree examination committee shall be within the third degree of
kinship, whether by blood or by marriage, with the master’s degree examinee or doctoral
candidate.

A master’s degree examinee (doctoral candidate) who passes the degree examination shall
be conferred a master’s (doctoral) degree by the University. The conferral ceremony may
be held in tandem with Commencement.
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Article 14 These rules shall become effective following the approval of the Academic Affairs
Meeting, after which it shall be reported to the Ministry of Education for recordation.
Article 5, Subparagraph 4 herein as amended on June 5", 2014 and Article 5,
Subparagraph 5 herein as amended on October 30", 2014 shall apply to students admitted
in and after School Year 103.
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